writings; and if 1 do write, it is for the pleasure of seeing my ideas neatly strung together, and of looking at myself in the glass with my new necklace on.
One has to suppress within oneself a mass of desires, as you know ; and it is not to be done in a day.
As to my thesis, my dear fellow, I was misled by three things : the regulations for the Doctor's degrees, which does not hold the Faculty responsible for theses; M. Hatzfeld's thesis,1 in which he boldly supported theocratic opinions ; finally an author's intoxication. My syllogisms appeared to me in a dazzling light, and I thought that whilst rejecting the doctrines they would accept the whole as a consistent hypothesis. I think (what say you ?) that I shall propose to M. Le Clerc a thesis on La Fontaine's fables, I studied the subject for the agregation, and it seems to me that one could find therein a good deal to say that is new (i.e. compare him to other fabulists who only try to prove a maxim ; the fable magnified into a heroic drama, a study of character; the character of the king, of the
courtiers, etc. ;  oppose La Fontaine's genius, a Greek and
Flemish one, to that of his time).
We can think together of something for the Latin thesis.
I intend to be in Paris on the 17th and 18th, to stay there
for five or six days, and  to  return again on October 1
with my mother.   We shall have time to meet.
But why do you only talk to me of myself instead of
telling me about your work ?   How far have you got ?
Well, anyhow, we shall have a talk.
1 On Plato.; 252ompare with Phosdrus,  ^Esop, and the Middle
